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We believe that as a part of nature, we should respect nature and
make environmental protection our main concern.

Belief
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Our vision is to build a biodiverse world in which VISIon

all beings live sustainably with respect for one another.
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Mission
We commit ourselves to
promoting the role of
fungi in environmental

conservation and
sustainable living.
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Objectives

The objectives of The Mushroom Initiative are:

1. Fungi and education:
Use fungi education as a way to build networks between communities, environmentalists,
private and public sectors to achieve harmony with nature;
Encourage environmental protection and waste reduction through the cultivation of edible
fungi and related products using organic waste substrates;
Promote awareness of the role of fungi in environmental conservation and waste recycling;

- Conduct research and activities related to conservation;

Promote and utilize fungi, with a focus on native species;

2. Environmental protection:

- Restore soil through the use of fungi and microorganisms, rebuild terrestrial ecosystems and
enhance the carbon sequestration capacities of these ecosystems to contribute to climate
change mitigation;

- Study the importance of soil ecology, especially the role of fungi and microorganisms, and
implement demonstration projects, from agricultural production to forest restoration, to build
local and global climate change mitigation netwaorks for actions.

We hope the people of the world can work together to fight for the restoration and conservation of
our planet's ecology.
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Keynotes of TMI

1.

The Mushroom Initiative Limited (TMI) was registered as a non-profit organization in 2009 and
was approved by the Inland Revenue Department as a charitable institution, which is exempt
from tax under section 88 of the Inland Revenue Ordinance.

In 2010, the first experimental mushroom centre was set up in Lam Tsuen, Tai Po, in Hong Kong's
New Territories, to work towards TMI's mission through organic mushroom cultivation.

Since 2009, all eligible produce, including vegetables, herbs, and mushrooms, have received
organic certifications from the Hong Kong Organic Resource Centre.

In 2013, TMI was awarded for outstanding management practices by the Hong Kong Organic
Resource Centre.

TMI started a four-year research collaboration with Huazhong Agricultural University on using
kitchen waste to cultivate organic mushrooms which was completed in November 2016.
It was funded by a private foundation and donations from individuals.

In 2016, TMI initiated a collaboration with the Food Research Centre of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong to conduct research on mushroom cultivation skills and applications.

Since July 2017, TMI has been working on a collaborative project using ectomycorrhizal fungi for
reforestation in Thailand. In 2018, the project was greatly expanded, a similar project has begun

in Indonesia, and the preparatory work for a project in Vietnam was progressing well.

In the summer of 2018, TMI launched a regenerative agriculture project aimed at restoring soll
ecosystems, improving soll quality, and increasing carbon sequestration on a farm in response

to climate problems.
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TMIis comprised of a Board of Directors, voluntary advisors, and staff. The main duty of the Board is to
monitor operation and formulate TMI's strategic directions. The voluntary advisors are responsible
for providing professional advice. Staff members focus on the implementation of education, project
developments and daily operations.
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Organizational chart
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Letter
from the
Editor p

2018 is a year of turbulence for
the world. The United States has
been pursuing a unilateralist policy
For the benefits of its small group of
people, the US. has launched a
trade war against various countries,
unilaterally withdrawn from eight
international agreements, and
adopted various sanctions. The
provocative behavior of the United
States has led to regional war crises
while attempting to benefit from
turmoil and war. The agreement
the US. withdrew from includes
the Paris Climate Change
Agreement, a climate change
4 ; : ASRAVLM, agreement adopted at the Paris
SURE ok 2 '*@. ;,' ,.34 Climate Change Confergnce on
P December 12, 2015 and signed in
in New York on April 22, 2016. The main objective of the Agreement is to limit the global average
temperature increase of this century to within 2 degrees Celsius and to limit the global temperature
rise to within 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level. By June 29, 2019, a total of 178 Parties
had signed the Paris Climate Change Agreement, and 19 Parties had completed the program. When
the United States withdrew from the Agreement, it concerned various nations. The United States is
the second largest carbon dioxide emitter in the world. The country’s decision to withdraw from the
Paris Climate Change Agreement means that it would no longer comply with the commitment to
reduce carbon emissions. This will have far-reaching effects on extreme weather such as drought and
heavy rain, which may worsen the climate change problem that has already endangered our planet.
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We could not help but to accept the current chaotic situation and the withdrawal

of the United States from the Paris Climate Change Agreement. Even so,

nature has selflessly provided us all materials to support life, while human

beings have paid with all kinds of waste to the nature. TMI may be small but our
dedication to environmental protection will never change. We strongly believe that in the near future,
every individual on earth will spare no effort to maintain the living environment for all.

In response to the irresponsible behavior with no regards to human well-being, TMI is working on
various projects to increase carbon sequestration in the land, in order to reduce the rising trend of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. In 2018, in line with the tree planting plan with the symbiotic
technology of primary mycorrhizal fungi in Southeast Asia, our projects in Thailand have expanded to
10 sites last year and have received strong support from local communities, academic institutions, and
government agencies. The goal is to achieve community-based reforestation on sites where
severe deforestation occured or planting areas in Thailand. The work focuses on the identification
of native ectomycorrhizal fungi species and the native host species of trees, and the establishment of a
community demonstration site that adopt the identified native mycorrhizal fungi as a native tree planting
techniques, and community training workshops on edible mushroom identification.

Meanwhile, relevant plans in Indonesia have also been launched and two projects have been
piloted. We plan to use mycorrhizal fungi to carry out reforestation activities in degraded tropical peat
swamp forests and periodically measure carbon sequestration to determine the effectiveness of the
reforestation program. The preliminary preparations for the Vietnam project are also progressing well
and the project is expected to be officially launched in 2019. We also launched a regenerative
agriculture project this summer on our farm to restore soil ecosystems, improve soil quality, and
increase carbon sequestration in response to global warming.

2018 was a very challenging year for TMI. Watching human beings embark on the path of self-destruction
could make people who cares about the earth and human beings feel desperate and helpless.
Fortunately, there are countries who do not agree with the irresponsible behavior of the United States.
In recent years, China has actively developed green ecological projects, and its deep participation
in global environmental governance has demonstrated the role of a great country. Data collected
by NASA satellites between 2000 and 2017 showed that the global green area has increased by 5%,
equivalent to an additional Amazon rainforest. What is even more surprising is that China's vegetation
increase alone accounts for more than 25% of the total global vegetation increase over
the past 17 years, ranking first in the world. TMI is not alone on the road to protect
the environment. Together, we could build a better and sustainable future.
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FES{FEE Collaborations
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/* ROYAL FOREST DEPARTMENT
: Roi Et Province (65 rais)

i THE CHAIPATTANA FOUNDATION
: Khon Kaen Province (8 rais)

ROYAL FOREST DEPARTMENT
: Phayao Province (65 rais)

ROYAL FOREST DEPARTMENT
: Songkhla Province (65 rais)

Thailand’s project sites in 2019. (100 hectares)
Managed by 4 university teams
|| By Royal Forest Department
B By Native Species Reforestation Foundation collaborating with the Chaipattana Foundation

1. Thailand Project: We are working with research teams in Thai universities to enhance community
projects by using edible fungi (ectomycorrhizae) for reforestation. Communities benefit by cultivating
and collecting edible mushrooms through native tree planting, as they continue to implement the
plantation plansinitiated in 2017 using the symbiotic technology of primary mycorrhizal fungi. There
are now 10 active project sites in Thailand.

2. Indonesia Project: We are cooperating with Dr. Ir. Maman Turjaman (shown in photo), a senior scientist
and well-known mycologist with experience in mycorrhizal research in the peatlands of Indonesia.
Two research sites have been established, in Palembang and South Kalimantan, to carry out forest
restoration in peatlands, thereby increasing soil carbon sequestration.
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y’ Colleague’s sharing

| began working at TMI in October 2013. As a newcomer, | didn't understand mushroom cultivation.
Fortunately, my best friend, Auntie Ho, taught me all the technigues. My supervisor also assigned me
the compilation of the mushroom culture data. As a housewife, | had been out of work for years, so |
had a hard time with computer. However, after enrolling in various community refresher courses, |
managed to carry out tasks with ease. At the time of a personnel rearrangments, | was promoted from
supporting staff to executive officer. | am really grateful for the opportunities given by the organization.

Over the past five years, the chair of the organization, Ms Leung, has had a profound influence on me.
As one of the founders of the organization, Ms Leung has worked tirelessly for environmental
protection around the world, encouraging me to become a supporter of environmental protection.
Ms Leung is always handling a lot of troubles and | feel unhappy that | often cannot help her.
The only thing I can do is to do my job well and try to stop her endless task lists from growing.

My days working at TMI are the happiest of the past five years, and | get along very well with my
colleagues. | remember one time, my colleague joked with me that she would greatly increase my
workload. I said in a tone as if | was bullied: "I am just a part-time staff who work three days a week."
Since then, whenever | receive new tasks, my colleagues will be the first to copy me and say: “l am just a
part-time staff who work three days a week." and every time it makes me laugh. In this happy
environment, getting along with young colleagues makes me feel younger and all my troubles are
gone. Thank you, my TMI!
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TMI’s activities in 2018 48

TMI organized and participated in a broad array of local and foreign activities, including
workshops, farm visits, public events such as Organic Day 2018, international conferences and
seminars on soil health and regenerative agriculture, and visits to academic institutions in China
and Southeast Asia, and we also started mycorrhizal fungi cultivation projects in Southeast Asia,
reaching out to approximately 3,000 individuals. The following is an overview of our projects and
activities in 2018:

S5 R 2 5 R TR S

In 2018, TMI organized or participated in the following events:
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12H ZHSouthbridge | The Bionutrient Food Association The 8th Soil and Nutrition
Conference
2018 Acres U.S.A. Eco-Ag
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